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“Fishing Together for a Pacific Free of Corruption and Poverty” 
 

 
Eliminating corruption, reducing poverty 

As an auditing institution, a country‘s SAI should not be at the heart of the 

fight against corruption, but it has an important role in assisting to identify, 

investigate and report on fraud and corruption in relation to public sector 

resources – usually with enforcement action being taken by others. 

In the Pacific, it is often argued that there is no poverty because people have 

adequate food from subsistence. However a major problem in the Pacific is 

the poverty of opportunity.  It is crucial for SAIs to know and understand what 

role they have to contribute to the poverty reduction agenda of their own 

country‘s national development plan.  

 

Opening ceremony 
The 19th PASAI Congress was opened by the Honourable Governor Marcelo 

Peterson, who welcomed Parliamentarians, international dignitaries and 

PASAI delegates to his State Pohnpei. 

 

His Excellency, President Peter M. Christian was the keynote speaker for the 

Opening Ceremony. He commended the auditors for the excellent jobs they 

do, emphasising strength of character, incorruptible integrity and good 

conscience as virtues important to their roles.   
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Mary Kendall, Deputy Inspector General, US Department of the Interior gave 

special remarks referring to the unique issues that each island nation must 

face.  She encouraged the delegates to build strong relationships, build up 

their staff and get to know each other to share resources. 

 

The Chairmanship of PASAI was handed over by John Path, Auditor General 

of Vanuatu to Ihlen Joseph, Auditor General of Pohnpei FSM. 

 

Governance and accountability 
Congress Keynote speaker Lyn Provost,  PASAI Secretary General and 

Auditor General of New Zealand, gave a clear and practical presentation on 

her recent report “Reflections from our audits: Governance and 

Accountability”.  She spoke on the eight elements of good governance from 

her report and weaved the journey of PASAI through them.  The eight 

elements were: 

1. Set a clear purpose and stay focused on it 

2. Have clear roles and responsibilities that separate governance 

and management 

3. Lead by setting a constructive tone 

4. Involve the right people 

5. Invest in effective relationships built on trust and respect 

6. Be clear about accountabilities and transparent about 

performance against them 

7. Manage risks effectively 

8. Ensure that you have good information, systems and controls 

 

Discussions on Congress themes 

SAI members presented their country papers on the theme for Congress of 

“Fishing Together for a Pacific Free of Corruption and Poverty”, sharing their 

successes and challenges in these areas.  The successes in fighting 

corruption were: 

• Most of the countries have either acceded or ratified the United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption  
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• The quality and timeliness of completed audits by SAIs were 

instrumental in strengthening accountability and can provide evidence 

of corruption and fraud 

• Anti-corruption legislation in many countries is being amended or new 

legislation passed, with anti-corruption bodies being set up 

• Cases have been prosecuted with the perpetrators convicted and 

sentenced 

The most common challenge faced by SAIs in contributing to eliminating 

corruption was that recommendations made by SAIs for further investigation 

or prosecution were not followed through by the appropriate authorities. 

 

The SAIs role in reducing poverty was mainly through their audits of poverty 

alleviation government programmes in their countries. By identifying areas to 

be strengthened and enhanced in these programmes, SAIs assist their 

governments to provide better access of basic services such as education, 

health, housing and employment in their efforts to reduce poverty. 

 

Farewell 
It was a very special Congress this year as we farewelled Secretary General 

and “mother of PASAI” Lyn Provost, whose seven year term as Auditor 

General of New Zealand is ending.  Tributes and gratitude flowed through an 

exclusive PASAI video and gift presentation, with Samoa doing a special 

presentation from their country in honour of a great leader.  

 

Appreciations 
During its business session, Congress thanked our development partners 

including the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), 

New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, World Bank, Asian 

Development Bank and IDI. 

 

Congress concluded with workshops from various development partners and 

the Secretariat. 

 

Date and venue of next meeting 
The 20th PASAI Congress, 2017 will be hosted by SAI Tuvalu. 


