
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of SAIs in the effective governance and accountability of Pacific island countries 

 

Good governance is everyone’s responsibility  

Auditing is a tool that can help improve the management and use of public resources as auditing 

ultimately plays a role in the governance and accountability of Pacific nations. Good governance is the 

responsibility of everyone, not just political leaders and auditors. 

 

Good governance sets strategies, monitors the performance of public entities, and facilitates effective 

accountability. This sentiment was a constant theme woven through the meeting of the 17th Congress of 

the Pacific Association of Supreme Audit Institutions (PASAI) in Samoa on 19 to 22 August 2014.  

 

Real gains can be made from regional cooperation to improve transparency and accountability by 

promoting good governance, strong internal controls in public entities, and providing good Auditor-

General (or equivalent) reporting to parliaments or legislative assemblies. The people of the Pacific are 

encouraged to engage with PASAI members’ reports. 

 

PASAI’s 17th Congress discusses progress in the Pacific  
The Congress was hosted by the Office of the Controller and Auditor-General (Samoa Audit Office), in 

Apia, and was attended by the heads or representatives of 22 member SAIs, together with 

representatives from the international auditing community and a number of development partners.  

 

At the start of the Congress, the Chairmanship of PASAI was handed over by Ms Doris Flores-Brooks, 

Public Auditor Office of Public Accountability of Guam to Fuimaono Camillo Afele, Controller and Auditor-

General of the Samoa Audit Office. 
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The Congress was opened by the Prime Minister of Samoa, the Hon. Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi. 

The Prime Minister set the scene for the Congress by outlining what is possible for supreme audit 

institutions (SAIs) in the Pacific, using the Samoa Audit Office as an example. The Office’s Institutional 

Strengthening Project 2006–2011 has culminated in the new Audit Act 2013, which establishes the 

independence of the SAI, separate to the government.  

 

Working together so the actions of today do not narrow the options for the future  

The Congress was attended by representatives of the International Organization of Supreme Audit 

Institutions (INTOSAI), the Auditor-General of South Africa, the Brazil Federal Court of Accounts, the 

National Audit Office of China, the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat, the Confederation of Asian and 

Pacific Accountants, the US Department of the Interior, and a number of development partners including 

the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australian Aid (DFAT), the INTOSAI 

Development Initiative (IDI), the Asian Development Bank, and the World Bank.  

 

Keynote speakers emphasised: 

• Sustainable development worldwide is enhanced if the use of public resources is made more 

transparent and accountable.  

• Good transparency and accountability is essential to strengthen the trust of citizens in all state 

institutions.  

• There are real benefits of good regional cooperation and collaboration.  
• There is an ongoing need to pool knowledge and work collaboratively.  
• The Pacific Plan review contains a continuing desire for regionalism across Pacific countries. 
• There is a need to work with INTOSAI’s capacity development initiatives to build on their 

expertise, knowledge, and training materials for PASAI’s program. 
 

Looking back to look forward—the year in review   
In response, PASAI’s member organisations reaffirmed the principles of regional collaboration and co-

operation by showing commitment to the new PASAI Strategic Plan 2014–2024. Broadly, PASAI’s 

strategic plan: 

• is SAI-centric 

• puts auditing, particularly financial auditing, at the centre of members’ attention 

• adopts the draft INTOSAI SAI Performance Management Framework. 

 
The Congress welcomed the commencement of the fourth round of the ADB-supported Sub-regional 

Audit Support Program co-operative financial audits to assist the SAIs of Kiribati, Solomon Islands, and 

Tuvalu in completing their audits of public agencies and in developing their capability. 
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PASAI is developing an international reputation for its regional cooperative performance audits. The focus 

of the past year was the climate change cooperative audit, structured around three key themes: preparing 

for climate change risk; planning and managing climate change risks, including erosion; and risks to food 

security. Following four cooperative performance audits focusing on environmental issues, the fifth 

cooperative performance audit was on public debt management. A financial cooperative audit on foreign 

aid is also progressing well. 

 

SAI member presentations have always been an important part of the Congress, sharing individual 

successes, as well as the challenges. In summarising the country presentations, PASAI’s Secretary-

General Lyn Provost noted that every presentation highlighted positive gains over the past five years. The 

SAIs’ presentations gave a sense that all members are auditing with a greater level of competence and 

confidence. Members are also aware of their challenges including:  

• effective strategies  

• citizens’ engagement 

• compliance with International Standards for Supreme Audit Institutions (ISSAIs)  

• progressing independence  

• greater use of auditing software.  

 

During its business sessions, Congress appreciated the continuing support from the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB), under the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction-supported technical assistance; the Australian 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade; and IDI.  

 

Congress concluded with a workshop on corporate governance.  

 

Samoan hospitality helps PASAI look ahead  

All the participants in the Congress were most grateful for the outstanding organisational work and 

generosity of the staff of the Samoa Audit Office and PASAI’s Secretariat, and the leadership and 

gracious hospitality provided by Fuimaono Camillo Afele.  

 

With the encouragement of its global body, its regional stakeholders, and its development partners, 

PASAI looks forward to the next stage of the journey to improve public auditing—and, in turn, improved 

governance and accountability—in the Pacific region by collective and individual effort.  

 

Apia, Samoa 

22 August 2014  

 

Contact for enquiries: Eroni Vatuloka, Executive Director, PASAI at:  

eroni.vatuloka@pasai.org 
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